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So you've got WordPress installed & configured on your website, now you just 
need to make a few simple tweaks to improve site’s ‘Search Engine 
Optimization’ factors… 
 
1. Hide your XML Sitemaps from Search Engines 
 
The search engine spiders use your XML Sitemap as a guide to the location 
(URLS) of your content, making it easier to find and index all your posts, pages 
etc., essentially it's the spiders map to where your site content is. 
 
You don’t' want the actual sitemap itself to be indexed and listed in the search 
engine results, so we need to add a snippet of code to the .htaccess file to stop 
this happening: 
 
<IfModule mod_rewrite.c> 
 <Files sitemap.xml> 
  Header set X-Robots-Tag "noindex" 
 </Files> 
</IfModule> 
 
 
2. Remove extra Query Parameters from URLs 
 
People sending traffic to your site through their links, or even visiting your site 
drectly, can add different query parameters to the URL address and still end up 
on your site with a 'valid' URL as far as Google is concerned. 
 
e.g. adding /?random_stuff to the end of yoursitename.com/?tid=random or 
yoursite.com/?ref=blahblahblah  
 
These URL links will still resolve, and although they will work, they are 
technically completely different URLs, so links to these will spread your link 
juice to what are essentially different versions of the same page, watering 
down the overall effect, which you don't want! 
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Stripping these query parameters out makes sure that the link juice goes 
where you actually want it to, and again we just need to add a simple bit of 
code to the .htaccess file: 
 
<IfModule mod_rewrite.c> 
 RewriteEngine On 
 RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} !="" 
 RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} !^p=.* 
 RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} !^s=.* 
 RewriteCond %{REQUEST_URI} !^/wp-admin.* 
 RewriteRule ^(.*)$ /$1? [R=301,L] 
</IfModule> 
 
 
3. Prevent Google Indexing WP Core Files and Scripts 
 
If you don't stop it Google can find and index your core WP files, including not 
only WP, but also your plugins and themes. This can not only have a negative 
effect on your sites SEO, it is also a potential security issue. 
 
Fortunately it's also really easy to fix with a quick addition to the robots.txt file. 
If you don't already have one in your root folder them simply create the file 
with any text editor and add the following code: 
 
User-agent: * 
Disallow: /wp-admin/ 
Disallow: /wp-includes/ 
Disallow: /wp-content/themes/ 
Disallow: /wp-content/plugins/ 
 
Note: you can also tell search engine spiders to ignore (not index) any other 
folders that you don't want to appear in the SERPS, for example: 
 
Disallow: /downloads/ 
Disallow: /images/ 
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4. Log 404 Errors in Google Analytics 
 
404 error pages occur when a visitor lands on a page that doesn't exist. This is 
something you want to know about. It could be someone has linked to a non-
existent page on your site, perhaps they've simply spelt the URL incorrectly, or 
maybe the link is to an old page that you have removed... 
 
Either way this is wasted traffic as the visitors are seeing an error page, and 
worse yet Google considers it to be a "broken link" which can have a negative 
impact on your site for SEO. 
 
So you want to know about any 404 errors so you can spot any that occur 
regularly and fix the problem. 
 
Again it's simply a case of adding a snippet of code, but this time to the default 
404.php template page in your theme: 
 
<? if (is_404()) { ?> 
 _gaq.push(['_trackEvent', '404', 
              document.location.pathname + document.location.search, 
              document.referrer, 0, true]); 
<? } ?> 
 
 
5. Insert Branding in your RSS Feed 
 
Your RSS feed can be a great source of traffic and you can even brand yourself 
in it with this quick code addition. Your RSS feed can also be picked up and 
used by other sites who are just scraping for content, when this is the case 
adding your logo can at least get you some benefit from this. 
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You'll need to edit the functions.php template page for your theme for this 
one: 
 
function add_rss_logo($content) { 
  if(is_feed()) { 
    $content .= "<hr><a href='blog_url'><img src='logo_url'/></a>"; 
  } 
  return $content; 
} 
add_filter('the_content', 'add_rss_logo'); 
add_filter('the_excerpt_rss', 'add_rss_logo'); 
 
Note: If your theme doesn't have a logo optio built in (rare these days, but 
possible) then you can always replace 'logo_url' with the actual URL of your 
image for example: 
    $content .= "<hr><a href='blog_url'><img 
src='http://yoursitename/images/yourlogo.jpg'/></a>"; 
 
AND remember to check the default page hasn't been overwritten when you 
update your theme to a new version, if it has simply pop the code back in. 
 
I hope you find this checklist useful in making sure you WordPress site is SEO 
optimized and ready to help your online business succeed! 
 
 

Recommended WP Resource: 
WPToolkit.com 

Your One Stop Solution For Premium  
WP Themes, Plugins and Tutorials. 
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http://wptoolkit.com/

